HO                     FRANCISCO    FRANCO
Once in Zaragoza he called together the faculty of the
Academy in one of the rooms of the Carmen Barracks, and
surprised those gathered with the statement, " We will hold
the convocation in June, and the course will begin in
October."
The members of the faculty looked at each other and
smiled. That optimism of the director seemed to them to be
mere bravado. In October! Where? How? Everything is
lacking! But it took only a few days for the sceptics to rectify
their ideas and realize that the man who presided over
them was capable of fulfilling what he promised. Meetings
followed. Through Franco's office filed architects, contrac-
tors, builders, and military men. He wrote letters. He
worked day and night. He met with the various professors
to draw up the examinations. In the camp of San Gregorio
the buildings were being put up. One day the convocation for
the entrance examinations in June was published, and on the
date planned the convocation was held in one of the rooms
of the Costa Building, with all the faculty in attendance.
At the completion of the examinations, there was again
uncertainty. When would the courses begin? Franco an-
swered, "In October, and in the proper building of the
Academy.'*
And in order to bind himself further by his decision he
designated October 3 for the entrance of the 215 out of 785
applicants, who passed the examination,
On the first day of that month the buildings which con-
stituted the barracks were taken over, for the Academy
building was still under construction, and in twenty-four
hours the premises were prepared to receive the cadets.
On the 5th of October classes began. There was a simple
military demonstration, the first manifestation of discipline
and enthusiasm on the part of the cadets, celebrated in one
of the courts of the barracks? in the presence of General